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Please consider making a donation 
to The Curtis Fund today in whatever 
amount feels right to you. Every  
contribution—large or small—helps 
The Curtis Fund continue its mission. 
You will be helping a student like Justin,  
Lisa, and Cassandra when help is 
needed most. Thank you so much! 

The Curtis Fund 
General Education Fund Inc.
Merchants Trust Company
P.O. Box 8490
Burlington, VT 05402-8490
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We Need Your Support!
All contributions are tax 
deductible to the limit of the 
law. Please donate online at 
www.thecurtisfund.org/
support-the-fund/donate 
or send your check in the 
enclosed envelope.

Thank you!

SHOW YOUR 
SUPPORT 

Donate today! Welcome to all of our new and former 
CURTIS FUND GRANTEES, FRIENDS & FAMILY! 

Your Gift Will Make  
a Difference!

the mission
Provide Educational 

Scholarships

the commitment
Help Vermont 

Students 
the goal

Secure Brighter 
Futures

SUMMER 2016

The way to help
Critical to the fundraising 
effort is raising awareness of 
the Fund. We’ve developed 
this newsletter to broaden 
our outreach and we need 
past grantees to help us 
with future editions. If you 
are interested in saying 
thanks by helping out, 
please contact The Curtis 
Fund by going online to 
www.thecurtisfund.org/
support/volunteer or call 
Jim Miller at 802-865-1828.

WE NEED 
VOLUNTEERS!

“I graduated from South Burlington High School in 2011 and graduated 

college from the University of New Haven, class of 2015. I majored in 

Criminal Justice with a concentration in Crime Analysis and minored in 

Arabic. Currently, I work for the South Burlington Police Department as 

a Police Officer.

In today’s society it is hard to find a career that doesn’t require a college 

degree. I wanted a chance to better myself and I wanted to experience 

college. My motivation was my family pushing me to go to college and I 

am the first in my family to go to college. My VSAC counselor nomi-

nated me for the Curtis Fund Scholarship and I had no idea that he had 

done that until I received a letter in the mail stating I had been selected. 

Once I read over the letter I could not believe I had been chosen to 

receive such an amazing scholarship. In addition to the nomination, my 

VSAC counselor helped me find schools that had Forensic programs 

and made sure that I stayed on top of applications. 

I always wanted to go to college for Forensics and wanted to go to the 

University of New Haven, which is an expensive school. 

I had legal guardians from 7th grade until I was 18 and wasn’t sure I 

would be able to afford to attend college. The Fund was important to 

me because I would not have been able to go to college without it. 

I had learned that I was $3,600 short for college. I wasn’t sure I was 

going to be able to go, and then I received the letter and the funds that 

covered the portion I was missing. I would not have been able to get 

where I am without the help of VSAC and The Curtis Fund. 

I have two inspirations in my life—two women in my life that I aspire to 

be like every day—both of my grandmothers. One of my grandmothers 

lives with MS and lives every day as best as she possibly can. She 

does everything for everyone else before she will do one thing for her-

self. She knits for the homeless and never has a negative attitude. My 

other grandmother recently battled throat cancer. She fought every 

day and never gave up. My grandmothers are the women that I hope 

I can be one day.

I will never forget the day I opened the letter stating that I had received 

the grant. It changed everything.”  
continued on page 2

We are always amazed at how accomplished 
and successful our grantees are. Many of 
our recipients have overcome difficulties in 
their lives, but one thing they have in common,  
is a perseverance to achieve their goals. We 
are happy to be a small and important part 
of their stories and want to share three more 
stories, in their own words.
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SHOW
YOUR SUPPORT 

See how on page 4!

“ I had learned that I was $3,600 short for 
college. I wasn’t sure I was going to be able to 
go, and then I received the letter and the funds 
that covered the portion I was missing.” 

Cassandra
Ellison
2015 GRADUATE, 
B.A., UNIVERSITY 
OF NEW HAVEN

CURTIS FUND 
GRANTEES  
SHARE THEIR 
JOURNEYS 



“I attended Spaulding High School in Barre, Vermont and graduated in 
June 2011. From high school, I went to Clarkson and received my B.S. 
in Mathematics. I added and dropped many minors while I was there 
because I didn’t realize that I would find so many things to study that I 
just didn’t have time to officially focus on one that wasn’t my major. 

Currently, I’m at the University of Vermont as a PhD student. I’m in the 
department of mathematics and statistics. I’m looking into mathematical 
epidemiology and trying to blend that with economics. 

To be completely honest, my motivation was to get away from my family. 
I had a difficult upbringing and since I was very young my goal was to 

be different than everyone else in my family—that there was something 
better for me. I’m not satisfied with just a B.S. I want to go as far as I 
can, so I have set my sights on a PhD. I discovered early on that I enjoy 
learning and teaching at higher levels, so a PhD was a clear option.

I learned about The Curtis Fund through VSAC counselor, Clark (Jeff) 
Amadon, while I was in middle school. I owe a lot to VSAC. Without 
it, I’d still be working a crappy job in Barre and living in a bad housing 
development. Jeff...he’s probably the most important person that I’ll ever 
have in my life. He’s helped me through everything from middle school 
through the end of my undergraduate career. I truly owe everything I 
have to him.

As for The Curtis Fund, the fund was important to me because I  
needed every bit of help I could get if I wanted to go to college. My  
parents weren’t going to support me in any way so this assistance  
made all the difference in the world. My goals could only be  
accomplished through college. 

My life-changing experiences were meeting my VSAC counselor, Jeff, 
and officially accepting the offer to go to Clarkson University. I want to 
be like Jeff and help other people meet their goals and I hope to do this 
through education. VSAC and its counselors have helped me through 
times when I thought it was all over and I want you guys [The Curtis 
Fund] to continue giving a hand.”

are you a current or former
RECIPIENT OF

A CURTIS FUND GRANT?
SHARE YOUR STORY!

 
www.thecurtisfund.org/ 
support/share-your-story

go to

Our Curtis Fund Grantees Continue To Amaze continued
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As I write this, everybody is worried 
today about Britain’s decision to 
leave the European Union (EU). 
World stock markets have tumbled, 
the British currency—the pound 
sterling—went into free fall, and the 
country’s prime minister resigned. 
But the dust will soon settle and 
somehow the Brits and the rest of 
the world will manage.

Here at home, Hillary Clinton will take on Donald Trump for 
the privilege of serving the American people as president for 
the next four years. Earlier in the year it looked like the junior 
senator from Vermont had a chance of being one of the two 
names on that ballot in November. What his candidacy high-
lighted, and most likely will be two major issues facing the 
voters in this election, are the cost of education and the 
dwindling middle-class in America.

Back when “Bernie” graduated from high school, as did 
this author, college tuition was affordable and a high school 
graduate didn’t necessarily need a college diploma to live a 
comfortable middle-class life. That paradigm has changed for 
today’s graduates and anyone seeking a better life in 2016. The 
better-paying jobs today require education beyond high school.

This year, The Curtis Fund awarded over 480 scholarships to 
aspiring young men and women. Our freshman class has one 
hundred matriculating high school graduates and fifty adult 
learners seeking college degrees and a shot at a brighter future. 
You’ve heard from three former grantees in this newsletter  
and what the financial support meant to them. 

It would be great if “Bernie’s” dream of free tuition could be a 
reality, but until that happens our grantees will continue to need 
our help. The British will figure a way through their future outside 
the EU, and we need to continue to find ways to help young and 
older adults find a path to economic security and well being. 
You can help by sending us a contribution in whatever amount. 
We thank you for your past support.

A WORLD OF CHANGES

Joseph Boutin, 
Chair, Curtis Fund Board of Trustees

Donations to The Curtis Fund 
make a difference for a lifetime
With your donation to The Curtis Fund, you can make a positive im-
pact on the lives of Vermont students, just as Emma Eliza Curtis did. 
Every gift—large or small—is tax deductible and helps Vermonters 
achieve their dreams for education and a better life. All contributions 
to The Curtis Fund are tax deductible to the limit of the law.

Donate by going online to 
www.thecurtisfund.org/support-the-fund/donate 
or by sending your check to: 
The Curtis Fund, Merchants Trust Company, 
P.O. Box 8490, Burlington, VT 05402-8490

worry about working quite so many hours to provide for Bella. I am 
raising her alone, so having a little wiggle room made it easier to 
spend a little more time doing fun stuff with my daughter. I wasn’t 
terrified about not having enough money to pay the bills. Ultimately, 
the financial help allowed me to graduate from CCV and chart a new 
course for my life.

Drug addiction affects so many of us—our children, mothers,  
fathers, friends, etc. It takes everything, and, for some of us, it  
eventually takes our lives. I am so proud to be clean and sober, 
to have changed the fate of my life, to have the opportunity to 
graduate and do it with honors, and to show that no matter how 
bad it gets, change is possible, sobriety is possible, love and 
happiness is possible.”

“After receiving my Associate Degree in Liberal Arts this past June from 
CCV, I am moving on to the Johnson State Eternal Degree Program. I’m 
still undecided about my major, but my motivation to achieve and succeed 
is my daughter and being able to support us without having to be on 

state assistance. I want my daughter, Bella, to understand the value 
of an education. I was 100% dependent on the state of Vermont in 2012 
and today need very little to help subsidize my income. 

I live in the Upper Valley and work part-time at the Upper Valley Turning 
Point and Willow Grove sober house for women and their children. I am a 
recovery coach, going to school part-time and raising my daughter alone. 

My journey was not an easy one. I was homeless due to my drug addiction,  
and I often dreamed of changing my life, going to school, becoming 
the person I had always wanted to be. I live near Dartmouth and I have 
thought how incredible it would be to get accepted. I was made aware 
of the Curtis Fund while attending a meeting with Merrilyn Tatarczuch-Koff.  
Merrilyn was encouraging and supportive; she believed in me before I 
could believe in myself.

The Curtis Fund was important because it gave me a little room to 
breathe, and also because it felt really good to qualify for something. I 
had not been a good student in high school and barely graduated, so it 
felt amazing to be ‘awarded’ the Fund. I was already attending school, 
but the assistance certainly allowed me to relax a little and maybe not 

Justin 
Foster
2016 GRADUATE, 
A.A., COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE OF 
VERMONT 

Lisa 
Crump
2016 GRADUATE, 
A.A., COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE OF 
VERMONT

“ I am so proud to be clean and sober, to have 
changed the fate of my life, to have the opportunity to 
graduate and do it with honors, and to show that no 
matter how bad it gets, change is possible, sobriety 
is possible, love and happiness is possible. ”
 


